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FOCUS ON THE INSTITUTE
Dear Friends and Colleagues,
The Department of Ophthalmology and
the Rocky Mountain Lions Eye Institute
are engaged in many translational
projects which have the potential to
bring new drugs and devices to our
patients and do nothing short of
restore or preserve sight for our

patients. Translational research uses knowledge of
human biology to develop and test the feasibility of
ophthalmic-relevant interventions in humans and/or
determines the biological basis for observations in
individuals with ocular disease or in populations at
risk for ocular disease. It is our responsibility to our
patients as well as our academic and research
missions to invent, investigate, and implement these
new technologies.  

The NIH (National Institutes of Health) and other
funding agencies have recently focused research
funding to areas, which have translational potential.
Clinically irrelevant research is no longer funded.
This is not to say that the most basic research is
not important.  In fact, it is more important than
ever.  We need to understand all of the mechanisms
and the genetics involved in complex diseases to
treat them.  Unfortunately, the dollars are limited,
so the funding agencies need to be very focused in a
time when the possibilities for breakthroughs is
greater than ever.  

Our Department is focused on several projects,
which we feel have the potential to be breakthrough
contributions.  Our retina division is involved in
assessing different molecules which can treat wet
macular degeneration.  Research starts in the lab
and drugs are tested in animal models before they
can be brought to FDA testing.  Our retina division
also has a project in artificial vision, which may
some day lead to solutions for currently irreversible
and progressive blindness.  Our glaucoma, orbit,
and cornea divisions are identifying undiscovered
proteins in the eye (proteomics) which could lead to
advances in early diagnosis of disease and potential
targets for treatment in diseases such as glaucoma,
retinal diseases, as well as more common conditions
such as severe dry eye syndrome.

The best physicians and surgeons will define the
research paths, which our basic researchers take.
It is the role of institutions like ours to define what
is clinically relevant.  We are fortunate to have some
of the best ophthalmic surgeons and clinical
researchers in the country.  The University of
Colorado School of Medicine is ranked 15th in the
country in NIH funding and we are in the midst of
developing one of the largest research centers in the
world on the UCDHSC Anschutz Medical campus.
The Department will continue to harness the energy
and brainpower of this cutting edge institution,
which is necessary for us to succeed in making
these news drugs and devices a reality.

Naresh Mandava, MD
Associate Professor and Interim Chair
Director, Rocky Mountain Lions Eye Clinic
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FACULTY LISTING
Our full time faculty at the Rocky Mountain Lions Eye Institute is comprised of 

Ophthalmologists with specialties that serve all your ophthalmic needs. www.eyeinstitute.org

CALL 720-848-2020 FOR APPOINTMENTS WITH THE FOLLOWING DOCTORS:

Jeffrey Bennett, MD
Associate Professor
Neuro-ophthalmology

Victoria Pelak, MD
Associate Professor
Neuro-ophthalmology

Jon Braverman, MD
Assistant Clinical Professor
Comprehensive
Ophthalmology

Antonio Ciardella, MD
Assistant Professor
Vitreoretinal Disease

Nicholas Faberowski, MD
Assistant Professor
Glaucoma

J. Bronwyn Bateman, MD
Professor
Pediatric Ophthalmology &
Adult Strabismus
Ophthalmic Genetics

Rebecca Sands 
Braverman, MD

Assistant Professor
Pediatric Ophthalmology &
Adult Strabismus

Theodore Curtis, MD
Assistant Professor
Pediatric Ophthalmology &
Adult Strabismus

Richard Davidson, MD
Assistant Professor
Cornea & External Diseases
Refractive Surgery

Arlene Drack, MD
Associate Professor
Pediatric Ophthalmology &
Adult Strabismus  
Ophthalmic Genetics       

Vikram Durairaj, MD
Associate Professor
Ophthalmic Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgery
Orbital Surgery

Michael Erlanger, MD
Assistant Professor
Cornea & External Diseases

Darren Gregory, MD
Assistant Professor
Cornea & External Diseases

Kara Hanson, OD 
Clinical Instructor
Low Vision Rehabilitation

Malik Kahook, MD 
Assistant Professor
Glaucoma & Cataracts

Douglas MacKenzie, MD
Assistant Professor
Glaucoma

Naresh Mandava, MD
Associate Professor
Interim Chair
Vitreoretinal Disease

Jeffrey Olson, MD
Assistant Professor
Vitreoretinal Disease

Michael Taravella, MD
Associate Professor
Cornea & External Diseases
Refractive Surgery

CALL 720-848-2080 AT UCH FOR APPOINTMENTS WITH:

CALL 303-436-6426 AT DENVER HEALTH FOR APPOINTMENTS WITH:
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MISSION STATEMENT
“To be a nationally recognized
Department of Ophthalmology
that serves the people of the
Rocky Mountain region by
providing exemplary patient
care founded on educational

leadership, innovative research,
and high ethical standards.”

OCULAR AND ORBITAL TRAUMA SERVICES 
RMLEI DEPARTMENT OF OPHTHALMOLOGY AND AFFILIATE CENTERS

Ocular and orbital trauma remains a
pandemic disease in both developed and
under-developed countries of the world.
Any person of any age could be affected by
these disorders as a result of accident or
assault.  The mechanism of trauma can be
quite varied, even exotic, but visual
outcomes depend strongly on access to

expert specialized services such as those available
through the Department of Ophthalmology.

Many of our full-time attending physicians are very
experienced in the field of ocular and orbital trauma,
given our status as Level One (Denver Health Medical
Center, The Childrens’ Hospital) and Level Two
(University of Colorado at Denver and Health Sciences
Center) Trauma Centers.  Collectively these centers see
a majority of annual cases of ocular and orbital trauma

in the Rocky Mountain Region.  In 2006 ocular and
orbital trauma census data indicates approximately
1120 cases at Denver Health Medical Center, 100 cases
at University of Colorado at Denver and Health Sciences
Center, and 50 cases at The Childrens’ Hospital.
This annual experience has prepared the experts at
these centers to deal with a wide variety of injuries both
on an acute and post-acute rehabilitative level.

Twenty-four hour emergency services complement the
Ocular and Orbital Trauma Services available through
the Department of Ophthalmology and Affiliate Centers.
Patient referrals are directed to us from throughout the
state of Colorado and surrounding states seeking the
expertise of this and the other Ophthalmology
Subspecialty Services offered in the Department of
Ophthalmology.

Jon M. Braverman, MD
Associate Clinical Professor

SAVETHEDATE!

•JUNE16,2007-11THANNUAL

OPHTHALMOLOGYRESEARCHDAY

•OCT.19&20,2007-11THANNUAL

OPHTHALMOLOGYSYMPOSIUM

Hanson is a consultant. The first clinic in November was
a success, providing low vision evaluations to 12
students and recommendations for devices to help
expand their access to educational material.

Congratulations to Dr. William Jackson who
was recently promoted to Professor Emeritus
in the Department of Ophthalmology.
Although Dr. Jackson has retired from
practice at the Barbara Davis Center for
Childhood Diabetes, he still remains active
in the department.

Malik Kahook, MD recently had his
research recognized by AAO News and Views
for his study on “Location of glaucoma
drainage devices relative to the
optic nerve”. He also was awarded the
American Glaucoma Society Patient
Adherence Research Award (2007) on

December of 2006. This is a competitive grant
awarded to one glaucoma specialist in the United States
to study compliance to glaucoma medical therapy. He is
also the recipient of an AGS Clinician Scientist Grant for
2007 for his study on new medications for neuro-
protection.  Dr. Kahook was also given an unrestricted
grant awarded by Alcon for a study involving the effects
of glaucoma medications on the ocular surface. Dr.
Kahook was named Associate Editor of Ophthalmic
Surgery Lasers and Imaging and section editor of
Glaucoma Today “Residents and Fellows Q & A”.

At the Vail Vitrectomy meeting held in March 2007,
Naresh Mandava, MD showcased a new instrument for
retinal surgery which he developed with Dutch
Ophthalmics Inc.   

Drs. Antonio Ciardella & Naresh Mandava were recently
elected to the Macula Society and will be speaking at the
30th annual meeting  scheduled for May 30- June 2 at
the London Hilton on Park Lane in London, England.

Jeffrey Olson, MD continues his work in the
vision science laboratory.  His research, co-
authored with Dr. Mandava, entitled “Intra-
vitreal Infliximab inhibits choroidal
neovascularization” will be published in a
forthcoming issue of the journal Archives 
of Ophthalmology. Also, he recently published
an article “Cerebellar and retinal vascular

lesions in a postpartum patient,” co-authored by Naresh
Mandava, MD and Jeffrey Bennett, MD, PhD, in the
journal American Family Physician.

Michael Taravella, MD was selected to join
the Teacher’s Scholars Program at UCDHSC.
Dr. Taravella brings 20 years of teaching
experience to this structured program.  His
goal is to define how modern surgery should
be taught.  His work includes the design of a
cataract surgery simulator here at RMLEI.

Congratulations to our very own
Rebecca Sands Braverman, MD and
Jon Braverman, MD who married on
New Year’s Eve, 2006 in 
Wayne, New Jersey.

A glorious honeymoon was had in St.
John, U.S. Virgin Islands. Both are glad

to be back at work with fading tans.  

Managing a hospital-based ophthalmology
clinic has provided me with an opportunity
to compare nursing skills to the unique
skill set of experienced ophthalmic
technicians.  In ophthalmology, a majority

of technicians are trained on-the-job though there
are more and more ophthalmic technical training
programs popping up at universities around the
country. In the course of preparing a patient to see
an ophthalmologist for a specific eye problem,
ophthalmic technicians may perform over 20 various
ophthalmic testing procedures to assist the
ophthalmologist in determining exactly what eye
condition a patient may have. We are lucky here at
Rocky Mountain Lions Eye Institute (RMLEI) that
the majority of our technicians have over 10 years of
experience working in ophthalmology, and several
have over 20 years of experience.  In addition to
many years of experience, the vast majority of our
technicians have been certified through the Joint
Commission on Allied Health Personnel in
Ophthalmology.  By ensuring that our staff has
adequate skills and experience, and by providing
ongoing technician education courses, we are able to
deliver the quality of care that our patients expect
when they come to our facility.

Loretta Todaro 
Clinic Manager, Rocky Mountain Lions Eye Clinic

FACULTY NEWS continued






